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1T AI.L BEGAN HERE...

Roold's
V/riting Hut
CIever Mr Fox, eccenlric Willy
Wonko ond the wicked Grond High

Witch firsl come to Iife in o hut in

Roold Dohl's gorden. This wos no

ordinory shed, though. lnsteod,

it wos filled wirh photogrophs,

piclures, extroordinory obiects ond

personol mementoes thot sporked

RooJd's imoginotion.

ROALD'S ROUTINE
Roold described the peocefiul spoce
he creoted in his hut os his "liftle nest".

He kept o strict routine, working for
two hours eoch morning, ond two
more in the ofternoon. His choir -
which hod once belonged to his mother

- hod o hole cut in its bock to stop it
pressing on his poinful spine, ond on

old suitcose served os o leg rest. Roold

Iiked to write with the curtoins drown
to block out ony distroctions.
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Childhood
Memories
Roold's colourful childhood provided the

inspirotion for mony of the chorocters he

loter creoted ond the stories he wrote.
In his outobiogrophy Boy, Roold soid of
these memories: "Some ore funny. Some

ore poinful... I suppose thot is why I hove

olwoys remembered ihem so vividly."

FANTASTIC FAMILY
Roold wos born in Woles to Norwegion
porents. When he wos three, his seven-

yeor-old sister, Astri, died. Severol weeks
loter, his fother olso died. Following these
trogedies, Roold's "dountless" mother
roised Roold ond his four siblings olone.
He odored her, cloiming she wos the
greotest influence on his life.

Roold's older holf-brother, Louis, once
invented o boomerong colled o "skilly
Wonko". lt loter provided Roold with iust
the inspirotion he needed in choosing
the perfect nome for the foniostic
foctory owner in Chorlie ond fhe
Chocolole Foctory - Willy Wonko!

Roold, cl92O

'S.h" fold us sfories
obouf N,rroils;;j:iiff"r:il",

mythicol Nor*";;;'
creorures fhof livJJ;;fhe d-qrk pin" f"."lrr,'
- for she wos
A GREAT TELI,ER

OF TALES.,
Roold describing his mother,

or..Momo,,
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After finishing school, Roold's thirst for
odventure took him to forowoy ploces.

For o while, he worked in Eost Africo,
colling it the "lond of polm trees ond

coconuts... ond Iions ond elephonts

ond deodly snokes". His occounts

of this time tell of wonderful

experiences, ond encounters

with o host of exotic onimols.

FIGHTER PILOT
When the Second World Wor
broke out in 1939, Roold ioined
the Royol Air Force to troin os o
pilot, Flying high obove the clouds
wos o delight for odventurous
Roold, who described it os
"morvellous fun". ln 1940, he

croshed his plone in the North
Afiricon desert ond spent six

months in hospitol. Roold's

first published writing wos o
newspoper occount of his crosh.

Roold describing his fime
os o fighter pilof

Roold kept o model Hurricone
plone in his writing hut,
like rhose he flew in rhe

Second World Wor.
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After Jomes loses his loving porents to

o hungry rhinoceros, he is forced to live

with his beostly ounts Spiker ond Sponge.

However, events toke o peculior - ond
mogicol - turn...

Jomes Henry Trotter,

AgeT

NG

i \trirnesses described how the rhinoI gored and consumed its victim"_ 
"r_.ahrr ^^li^^ ^^ r rby police as Mr and Mrs l] o,r.. _ i.,

less than 35 seconds: ,.Fo.rr.r.r"t.ly, 
,h.i.

ordeal was over in ^ jjffy,,, ,"id ,h;;_

Roold Dqhl troined os o fighter pilot during the second World

Wor, ond loved the stro.ns:' rn:9'to' 
-:,11^1",:::::":[l':3::"

H::'ffi,1'[i::; iffi";;;;i' ";p"'ience 
inspired his ideos

ior,,or"t ond the Gionf Peoch'

Frrrrr --- 
YY RHINO
SHOPPERS

I ry. people were killed by a rhinoceros .,' *
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THE MAGIC CRYSTALS
When Jomes encounters the stronge old mon in his

ounts' gorden, it seems his troubles ore over. Given

o bog of sporkling green crystols, he is told thot
"fobulous, unbelievoble things" will hoppen if he

swollows them. As he runs off, however, Jomes trips

beneoth on old peoch tree - ond con only wotch os

the precious crystols wriggle owoy into the soil...

'sorething is obout to
hoppen,' h" told himself.

.SOMETHING
PEGULIAR

is obout to hoppen
of ony moment.'

- Jomes Henry Trotter -

t' 
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Roold hod o cherry tree in fhe
grounds of his home. One dov
he got fo thinking obout *hor'
might hoppen if o cherry, or
on opple or o peor just lept
o.n growing... nd growing.
Thor thought tr.neJ inio o
peoch of on ideol
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